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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



APRIL, 1856 



EXAMPLE OF THE EUROPEAN WAR. 

By the kindness of the friends of peace in England, we have received a 
copy of a pamphlet issued the present year by the Hon. Richard Cobden, 
M. P., who our readers may know as a leader of what is called " the Peace 
Party," in that country — a party, unhappily yet in a small minority — who 
are bearing their testimony against war on political grounds, rather than 
those of religion and humanity, chiefly urged by the London Peace Society. 
and other sympathizing organizations. The pamphlet is entitled " What 
Next and Next," and its object is to show the impolicy, the uselessness, and 
the ruinous consequences of the present war in Europe and Asia, and the 
most unobjectionable and practicable mode in which a permanent peace can 
be established. Although the expositions in this pamphlet relate only to the 
existing war, and are chiefly directed to the unskilful methods in which it is 
conducted, yet, many of them are applicable to war in general, and we shall 
extract such of them as may be used for that purpose. 

The 16 first pages of this pamphlet are employed in showingjby the sta- 
tistical demonstration for which the author is remarkable, from the power and 
resources of Russia, the fallacy of the expectation, that she can be brought 
to humiliating terms by the ruthless and inhuman means now used to accom- 
plish it, and concludes with the following passages. 

" Let us hope that with a more accurate knowledge of the enemy and his means of 
transport, wc shall put an end to that indiscriminate devastation of his coasts upon 
which we have relied for the success of our arms. To burn the food, destroy the for- 
age, and sack the farm-houses which have the misfortune to lie within reach of our 
crews, may ruin individuals; often foreigners, and but rarely of the Russian race, 
may give to the war a character which we had flattered ourselves had passed away 
with the piracies of the Norsemen and the Buccaneers, but such exploits as these, 
though they may cast a stigma on our naval fame, and chill the sympathies of the 
civilized world, will not have the remotest influence on the fate of the war." 

"But in describing the methods to which Russians may resort to evade the pres- 
sure of the blockade, or to meet the wants of the army, I would not be supposed to lose 
sight of the sacrifices and sufferings inseparable from a state of war. Mitigate the 
evil as best we may, there will still be. a residum of misery which every nation 
plunged in deadly hostilities with a powerful enemy will be compelled to endure. 
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Forced levies of men and money, the suspension of some branches of industry, the 
derangement of others, the pall of mourning and sorrow suspended over the land ; 
these are the dread accompaniments of war, from one or more of which no part of 
Russia is exempt. In estimating however, the difficulties of our task when underta- 
king to subdue such an empiro to our will, it is necessary not only to ascertain the 
extent of suffering or privation we can inflict on its population ; hut, also the amount 
of moral force we evoke to sustain them in its endurance. The two most powerful and 
abiding of human motives; those which have extorted from nations the greatest 
voluntary sacrifices, and won for communities as well as individuals the crown of 
martyrdom, are the religion and patriotism of a people." 

Mr. Cobden then proceeds with great strength of philosophical reasoning 
and lelicity of illustration, to show that the Russians gain rather than lose 
by the savage attacks upon them ; that these attacks, by arousing the latent 
and dormant feeling of religion and patriotism among them, invest them with 
greater vigor and of course with greater strength. They also play into the 
hands of their rulers, for he says : " It may be doubted whether any plan 
could have been devised more calculated to afford to the gove/nment the op- 
portunity of appealing at once to the patriotism of the people, and the sel- 
fish instincts of the nobility, than that of invading and holding in our occu- 
pation any part of the territory of southren Russia." 

We pass over the statistical views in several following pages, to show the 
financial ability of Russia to sustain the war, which are not to the purpose 
of this review, and come to the inability of the British government to pro- 
cure men to serve in a foreign war, from which we confess, we derive our 
strongest hopes of peace. On this point it is said : — 

" Now, can it be doubted that to subdue Russia to our will on her own soil, is a 
task ten times more difficult than it would be to capture any army that could possibly 
be landed on our shores'? And", yet, far from seeing all classes press forward as they 
would do if the Russians were besieging Portsmouth, there is so great a disinclination 
to take a personal share in the war, that, although, the bounty has been twice raised, 
the standard as often lowered, and time of service shortened, it has been found impos- 
sible to fill the ranks of the army or militia. 

" Hitherto the British public appear to have regarded the army as an abstraction, 
as something which the government and parliament can provide from some source apart 
from themselves. This illusion has been dispelled by putting ourselves in contact as 
friend and foe, with the two greatest military empires of the continent. Let the 
whole truth be known, and happily the country may renounce the attempt to become 
a first class military power, and then the danger to alliance with France will be remov- 
ed, for we shall cease to resist her more pacific tendencies by a cry for war so shock- 
ingly disproportioned to our ability to carry it »n." 

We omit all notice of the expositions in this pamphlet, of the ruinous effects 
of war on the finances, commerce and industrial pursuits of nations engaged 
in it ; as these demonstrations have been abundantly made to the public, and 
are admitted by all men ; but we arrive towards the close, at a point where 
we scarcely expected to find our author, and which Peace Societies have 
been almost alone in urging. We allude to the delusion, that powerful na- 
tions can be compelled by war to submit to humiliation, which would be 
resisted to the last gasp of life, by those who attempt the compulsion. 

•' It is considered a point of honor in a great empire not to consent to an invasion of 
the right of sovereignty in its own territory. Diminutive Greece may submit to a 
Pacifico outrage, and by a pathetic appeal to the principles of justice, gain a moral 
triumph in the world's opinion over our dozen line of battle ships. But a first class 
power would be dishonored in submitting to any humiliation of the kind, until after its 
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powers of resistance and endurance were completely exhausted. There could, perhaps, 
be nothing devised which would lead to a longer struggle, than were Eogland and 
Prance to attempt to force America to sign a treaty, binding herself not to keep more 
than four line of battle ships in the Gulph of Mexico, and, yet she has only one such 
vessel in commission, and is not likely to have more. We have, therefore, hit upon 
terms which involve the maximum of resistance before they will be yielded, and tho 
minimum of advantage when obtained. I would abandon such a policy as repugnant 
to reason. " 

After exhibiting at length and fully, both the injustice and impolicy of 
the war, Mr. Cobden, presents at the close of his pamphlet, his own plan of 
pacification, which makes such approach to that of Peace Societies, that we 
quote it with great satisfaction. 

" Now, assuming again, that I occupied the position of our government, and were 
in earnest in my fears for Europe, and attached a real meaning to those phrases just 
quoted, I should not only appeal to Germany, but to all the States, small as well as 
great of the Continent, for such a union as would prevent the pessibility of any act of 
hostility from the common enemy. This is the work of peace, and to this end, 
with the views and responsibilities of the government I should address myself. If I 
found that I failed to impart my apprehensions to the other nations of Europe, if they 
declined to form part of a league or confederation against Russian encroachments, I 
should be disposed to reconsider my own views on the subject, and doubt whether I 
might not have been led away by an exaggerated alarm. In that case, at least, I 
would forego the quixotic mission of fighting for the liberties of Europe, and pursue 
a policy more just towards the interests and more consistent with the prosperity of 
the people, whose welfare I was more especially charged to promote." 

It will be readily inferred, that if a temporary confederation of all Europ- 
ean States, " small as well as great," would be sufficient to " prevent the pos- 
sibility of any act of hostility from Russia," a permanent confederation of 
the same kind would be equally efficacious in preventing any future aggres- 
sion from any other power, especially if the power most dreaded, should be 
bound to peace by participation in the confederacy, and our author has in 
a passage immediately preceding the last quoted, touched upon this point, 
though he has not included it in his own recommendations. 

" For a century and a half we have been fighting with occasional intermission, for 
the balance of power; but I do not remember that it has ever been made the subject 
of peaceful diplomacy, with a view to the organization of the whole of Europe. Now 
if such a pact or federation of the States of Europe, as is implied by the phrases "Bal- 
ance of Power," or " International Law," should ever be framed, it must be the 
work of peace and not of war." 

We see this distinctly indicates, and with seeming approbation, the pro- 
ject of a permanent " Congress of Nations," which some years ago was the 
paramount if not the sole aim of Peace Societies. To render such a Con- 
gress effectual as a conservator of peace, the measure of entire disarmament 
must be connected with it ; and this measure, which would alone preclude the 
necessity of any other pacific scheme, and of itself render war impossible ; 
we are glad to see is partially recommended in the closing paragraphs of this 
pamphlet. 

" To abate such an impolitic provocation, as well as in the interests of European 
peace and prosperity, I would endeavor to promote a general reduction of naval es- 
tablishments at the close of the war. 

" I should endeavor, then, on the part of the European powers, to promote as far 
as possible an approximation on the part of the European powers, to the naval stand- 
ard of the United States — the country possessing the greater amount of mercantile 
tonnage. Should the close of the war fee signalized by such a general reduction of 
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warlike armaments in Europe as would be involved in this arrangement, it would ia 
all human probability confer a lasting benefit on posterity, and amidst the crimes and 
errors of the last two years, diplomacy might fairly claim for such a peaceful triumph 
the respect and gratitude of mankind." 

We have thus made extracts from such parts of this pamphlet, as bear on 
the general question of peace ; as we deem it a valuable document for our 
cause ; and it will probably be seen but by few of our readers. We regard 
ks peace sentiments as a testimony ; not indeed of an adversary ; but of one 
who may be considered as an impartial medium between the ultra advocates 
of peace and those who defend war, alleged to be justifiable ; he is eminent, 
and reasons rather as a patriot than as a philanthropist. We do not under- 
stand him to object to armed defence of his country against hostile invasion, 
or even against violations of assumed foreign rights ; nor do we even know, 
that he believes a permanent Congress of Nations to be a practicable institu- 
tion. The sentiments we have quoted are designed, as is all the rest of the 
pamphlet, to apply exclusively to the war with Russia, of which he is a strong 
opponent ; but let them be applied to war in general, as they may be ; and 
fair deductions from them will bring us on to the safest peace ground. In 
exhibiting devastaiions in war, as disgraceful to those who commit them, he 
takes away the most potent impulse from which all its injuries are inflicted, 
by showing that the great strength of every nation for defence lies in the re- 
ligion and patriotism of the people, which may be aroused from every peace- 
ful pursuit at the sound of invasion ; he demonstrates that permanent armed 
forces are unnecessary for that purpose ; and we find that they only give the 
temptation and the power to the rulers who command them, to make hostile 
aggressions on others, whenever ambition or fancied interest shall dictate ; his 
advice to reduce military and naval torces to a low standard, would, if fol- 
lowed up pari passu by all nations, lead ultimately to a total abolition ot 
them, and render war impossible. 

While, therefore, we do not regard Mr. Cobden or his pamphlet, as com-, 
ing up to our high standard of peace principle, yet, if his views and re com 
mendations should be adopted and carried out by every civilized nation, we 
should feel perfectly assured that war would become only a matter of history, 
and Peace Societies be rendered forever unnecessary. 



We copy with great pleasure the following Addresses from the " Herald of 
Peace," for March, just received. 

ADDRESSES TO AMERICA. 

The Committee of the Peace Society has addressed the following Appeal 
to all the principal religious bodies in this country. They were much 
gratified to find that the Congregational Union had already anticiped the 
wish they ventured to express, and had sent, some time before, the excellent 
address which we have great pleasure in presenting to our readers, subjoined 
to this. 



